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Short synopsis

With the looming 1st World War as backdrop, Anton, a dutiful officer, is conflicted by his friendship with the Baron’s daughter, Edith, who is wheelchair-bound. As their relationship evolves, he searches his feelings unable to decide; is it pity or true love?
Long synopsis

On the backdrop of a lurking 1st World War, Anton is determined to bring his family’s name out of the dishonour his father left them in, by completing his education as a cavalry officer. One day on a drill Anton orders his platoon to help Baron von Løvenskjold and the Baron shows his gratitude by inviting Anton to dinner at the castle that same evening. At the dinner Anton meets the Barons daughter, Edith. Eager to make a good impression, Anton invites Edith to dance but he gets a big surprise when he realizes that she is in a wheelchair. Edith becomes miserable and Anton leaves the castle ashamed of his mistake, convinced that he ruined his chances with the Løvenskjold family. However, Edith can’t remember the last time someone addressed her without pity, and she quickly gets fond of Anton. Anton soon realizes the true nature of Ediths feelings, but he is uncertain if the feelings are reciprocated. With a constant desire of doing the right thing, Anton ends up trapped in promises, lies and responsibilities that grows out of his control, which could potentially end up with fatal consequences for everyone around him and himself.
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ABOUT THE DIRECTOR

Director's statement – by Bille August
Full statement
To me, ”The Kiss” is the most beautiful, most unique and peculiar story about the love between the young soldier Anton and the disabled girl Edith.

The deep and pure humanity and the underlying everlasting theme, makes the sto significant and greatly relevant, and it deserves the big audience.

“The Kiss” sheds light to how well-functioning, extroverted and happy people take life for granted and love for granted, like a tribute, a duty owed to them, something in which they have a right to receive.  It is different for the weak, the bullied, the exposed and the humiliated, “God’s step-children”. For them, love is a necessary replacement for what circumstance has eluded from them, what fate has taken from them, and to love and be loved is what justifies their existence. But, where only the unsentimental, engaged, the enduring, creating and compassionate empathy, makes equal love possible.

The story, and its theme about being an outcast, is more relevant than ever. 

Especially in today’s world, where bullying and exclusion unfortunately has become a part of our reality, it is imposing to describe the circumstances and necessities to healing, constructive sympathy and endless tolerance.

Even though “The Kiss” takes place in a historic environment, it’s definitely not the intention to make a “period piece”, a “costume drama”. On the contrary. The time, the period is simply thought as a grand, picturesque, cinematic backdrop, where the actual content, the form and the progressive style of storytelling is the bearing, present, energetic and irresistible element. Where aesthetic and moral – the visually fantastic and the life affirming drama – come together in a larger, ubiquitous entity, a matchless filmic universe.
Bille August - Director's bio


Bille August was born in Denmark in 1948. He is a danish director, screenwriter, and cinematographer. In the end of the 1960’s he studied at Christer Strömholm School of Photography in Stockholm and thereafter cinematography at the National Film School of Denmark. After graduating, Bille August worked as a cinematographer on 14 film and TV-productions, primarily in Sweden. His career as a director began with the films “In My Life” (1978), “Zappa” (1983), “Busters Verden” (1984) and “Tro, Håb og Kærlighed” (1984) but he became an established international director with the film “Pelle the Conquerer” (1987). The film received the prestigious Palme d'Or in 1988, together with an Oscar and a Golden Globe for best foreign picture. Only four years later, Bille August received another Palme d'Or for his film “The Best Intentions”, which is written by the acclaimed Swedish director Ingmar Bergman.
Bille Augusts first film with an international cast was “The House of Spirits” (1993) starring Meryl Streep, Glen Close and Jeremy Irons. I 1996 he filmed the historical drama “Jerusalem” adapted from the novel by the Swedish author Selma Lagerlöfs. He has afterwards directed "Frøken Smillas fornemmelse for sne" (1997), "Les Misérables" (1998), ”En sang for Martin” (2001), "Return to Sender" (2005) “Marie Krøyer” (2012), “Night train to Lisbon” (2013) and “Silent Heart” (2014). His recent work include the period drama “Lykke-Per” (2019) and “Pagten” (2021). 
Bille August - Director's Filmography


Among his most important films as a director are:

1979: “In My Life” 

1982: “Zappa” 

1985: “Twist & Shout” 

1987: “Pelle the Conqueror”  

The Palme d’Or in Cannes in 1988 and the Academay Award and the Golden Globe as Best Foreign Language Film in 1989

1991: “The Best Intentions” 

 The Palme d’Or in Cannes in 1992

1993: “The House of the Spirits”
Starring among others Meryl Streep, Glenn Close and Jeremy Irons

1995: “Jerusalem” 

Starring Pernilla August, Maria Bonnevie, Olympia Dukakis and Lena Endre. 

1996: “Smilla’s Sense of Snow” 
Starring Julia Ormond, Gabriel Byrne, Richard Harris, Vanessa Redgrave a.o.

1997: “Les Misérables”(1997)
Based upon French writer Victor Hugo’s classic, starring Liam Neeson, Geoffrey Rush, Uma Thurman and Claire Danes
2002: Theatre play "Details" at The Royal Theatre in Copenhagen, written by the Swedish playwright Lars Norén

2003: TV-series "Details" for the Danish channel DR TV-DRAMA 

2004: “Return to Sender” 
Starring Aidan Quinn, Kelly Preston and Connie Nielsen 

2006:  “Goodbye Bafana”

Starring Joseph Fiennes, Dennis Haysbert and Diane Kruger 

2012: "Marie Krøyer"
Starring Birgitte Hjort Sørensen, Søren Sætter-Lasssen and Sverrir Gudnason 

2012: "Night Train to Lisbon" 
Starring Jeremy Irons, Jack Huston, Mélanie Laurent, Christopher Lee, Charlotte Rampling, Martina Gedeck, and Lena Olin.
2014: "Silent Heart" 
Starring Ghita Nørby, Morten Grunwald, Paprika Steen, Danica Curcic, Pilou Asbæk, Jens Albinus and Vigga Bro.
2017: "55 steps"
Starring Hilary Swank and Helena Bonham Carter

2017: "Chinese Widow," 
Starirng Emile Hirch and Liu Yifei

2018: “A Fortunate Man” 
Starring Esben Smed and Katrine Greis-Rosenthal. TV-series and film. 

2021: "Pagten” 
Starring Birthe Neumann, Simon Bennebjerg and Asta August.
KEY CAST
Esben Smed
Esben Smed is a Danish actor, who has received great acknowledgement since he graduated from The Danish National School of Performing Arts in 2013. Smed is widely known for his performance in Niels Arden Oplev's Daniel (2019) as the Danish photographer held hostage in Syria for more than a year. Esben has earned both a Danish Academy Award and the audience award SVEND for this role. He has worked with Academy Award-winning director Bille August on several projects. In A Fortunate Man (2018) Smed portrays the leading role of Per - a gifted engineer who flees his austere roots to pursue wealth and success amongCopenhagen's elite. In Kysset (Danish title) Smed plays the leading role of Anton Abildgaard. The feature is set to premiere later this year.

In The Kindness of Strangers (2019), Smed worked with director Lone Scherfig.Smed also starred as the lead Nicky in DR's Follow the Money (2016-19) for whichhe also won a Danish Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor in 2017. On stage Esben has played roles such as Mordred and Hamlet at The RoyalTheatre - where his performance in the latter got him a Reumert Award for Best Actor in 2021.
Clara Rosager
Clara Rosager is one of Danish Cinema’s most promising new talents. She started her professional career in 2016 as one of the leads in the youth film EN-TO-TRE-NU! In 2018 she starred in the popular drama THE PURITY OF VEGEANCE directed by Christoffer Boe. The following year Clara was the female lead in Michael Noer’s masterpiece BEFORE THE FROST (2019), for which she was nominated Best Actress by the Danish Film Academy. The same year she was nominated for Hope of the Year at the Danish Svend Awards. Clara has also attracted attention with roles in both the popular Netflix series THE RAIN (2019-2020) and Christoffer Boe’s crime series FACE TO FACE (2019). In 2020 Clara is seen in the role of Miss Sweden in the drama MISBEHAVIOUR opposite Kiera Knightley and Greg Kinnear. In 2021 Clara starred in the danish series TO DØGN. In 2022 Clara will appear as a supporting character in Marvel’s new feature film MORBIUS opposite Jared Leto and you will see her in the Netflix series 1899 opposite Emily Beecham and Aneurin Barnard. Later in 2022 Clara will appear in one of the leading roles in the romantic drama movie KYSSET directed by Bille August and in season 2 of the Italian TV Series DEVILS as Nadya. In 2022 Clara will also appear in the German horror TV Series 1899 as Tove.
Lars Mikkelsen
Lars Mikkelsen graduated from The National School of Theatre in 1995. Since then Lars has become a highly respected and critically acclaimed actor within the film and television industry, as well as a gifted award winning stage actor. Before applying to The National School of Theatre Lars attended Circus School, where he was taught both juggling and fire breathing after which he spent five years performing on the streets of Europe.

His professional debut was in the play "Dracula" at the Aalborg Theatre. Since then he's enjoyed great success having played many challenging and demanding parts such as the title role in "Tartuffe", Valère in David Hirson's "La Bête", and Diderot in "The Libertine". Other stage credits include "Address Unknown", "The Misanthrope", "Tales from the Vienna Woods", "P.I.S", the lead in Ludvig Holberg's "Erasmus Montanus", "Don Juan", "Measure for Measure", "Much Ado About Nothing", "Kasimir and Karoline", "The Good Person of Szechwan" and "The Caucasian Chalk Circle".

In 2011 Lars was awarded the most prestigious honorary stage award in Denmark, "The Reumert Award" for his unique contribution to the development of theatre art in Denmark.

Recent film credits include "Winter Brothers", "The Day Will Come", for which he received both a Robert and a Bodil Award, "Montanta", "The Caretaker", "What Richard Did", "Flame and Citron", "Angels in Fast Motion" and "Kira's Reason: A Love Story".  For his performance as the notorious journalist, Martin Vinge, in "Headhunter" he received the Danish Film Academy Robert Award. In 2007 he received international attention and recognition as Troels Hartmann in the hugely popular, Emmy nominated, Danish crime drama "The Killing".  

Lars is best known to international audiences for his portrayal of Russian President Viktor Petrov in Netflix's "House of Cards". He also played the villainous Charles Magnussen opposite Benedict Cumberbatch in the latest series of "Sherlock" for the BBC. Other television credits include "1864", "The Team", "Borgen" and "Those who Kill". Lars' most recent credits include "Rides Upon The Storm", for which he received an International Emmy Award for Best Performance by an Actor, "Devils" , "The Kingdom" and the Netflix original "The Witcher", which has been met with critical acclaim.
David Dencik
David Dencik is one of Denmark and Sweden's most versatile actors. He graduated from Teaterhögskolan in Stockholm in 2003 and has since played major roles in both Scandinavian and international films, for which he has received several awards and accolades.

Internationally, he is known for his roles in No Time To Die (2021), Chernobyl (2019), McMafia

(2018), Top of the Lake: China Girl (2017), Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy (2011) and David Fincher’s The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2011). For his performance in the series The Chestnut Man (2021) he received a Danish Film Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor in a TV-series in 2021, and he was awarded a Swedish Film Academy Award in 2020 for his performance in The Perfect Patient (2019). Dencik has appeared in many other notable projects, including The Kindness of Strangers (2019), Quicksand (2019), The Absent One (2014), Serena (2014), and A Royal Affair (2012), among others. In 2022, he will star in Bille August’s feature film The Kiss, and he appears in The Attachment directed by Gabriel Bier Gislason. He is also featured as Björn in Tuva Novotny’s Diorama.
Rosalinde Mynster
Rosalinde Mynster 31 is a Danish actor located in Copenhagen. She got her breakthrough at 16 years old as the lead in Niels Arden Oplevs "Words Apart" which brought her international recognition. Since then, she has appeared in a wide range of theatre, films and television. She's been the lead of the most watched tv show in Denmark "The Sea Side Hotel" for 5 seasons. Most recently, she was nominated for both a Robert and a Bodil for her lead performance in the film "Persona non Grata." 
CREW
Thomas Heinesen – Producer

Thomas Heinesen is educated from The National Film School of Denmark in 1989, and has been employed as a producer with Nordisk Film Production since the change of the millenium.

He is one Denmark's most experienced and respected producers, with his work varying from popular comedies such as "The Trouble with Terkel" and "Ditte & Louise", as well as internationally acclaimed dramas such as "Worlds Apart", "A Most Fortunate Man" and award-winning "Scandinavian Star".

He has worked together with directors such as Bille August, Amalie Næsby Fick, Niels Arden Oplev, Christina Rosendahl & Susanne Bier. 
Lars Sylvest – Producer
Lars Sylvest founded Brass Hat Films in 2004. The company provided $380m to productions with 20th Century Fox, Columbia, Disney, Dreamworks, Lionsgate and MGM including Sandra Bullock’s Premonition (Columbia), Kurt Russel’s Dreamer (Dreamworks) and James Wan’s Death Sentence (20th Fox).

In 2005, Sylvest and Ashok Amritraj founded Hyde Park International. The company produced 35 titles, incl. Nicolas Cage’s Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance, Jennifer Aniston’s Life of Crime and Andrew Garfield’s 99 Homes.

Simultaneously, in 2006, PricewaterhouseCoopers and Hypo Vereinsbank selected Sylvest to wind up VIP Medienfonds, the largest German Mediafunds with over €1.2bn film assets under management. 

In 2016, Sylvest formed Black Magic Partners with Thorsten Schumacher. Black Magic Partners have financed and produced projects such Jesse Eisenberg’s Resistance, Shailene Woodley’s Robots and Michelle Pfeiffer’s French Exit as well as upcoming projects such as Michael Mann’s Ferrari, Lucinda Riley’s The Seven Sisters, Ana Lily Amirpour’s Cliffhanger reboot, the Robbie Williams biopic Better Man and Gary Dauberman’s horror franchise The Queen Mary.
Sylvest also owns the venture capital company Thank You Ventures which holds stakes in such diverse activities as the Girls Are Awesome brand with Adidas, award winning Copenhagen Distillery, NYSE listed liquid ammonia manufacturer Green Fuel and the Klump animation series.

Lars is a qualified lawyer, who also holds an MBA from Copenhagen Business School and an MFA from the American Film Institute in Los Angeles.

Sebastian Blenkov – Director of Photography


Sebastian Blenkov is a danish photographer, educated from the The National Film School of Denmark in 1999. 
Janus Billeskov – Film Editor


Janus Billeskov Jansen - film editor - entered the Danish film industry in 1970.

He is known for FLEE (2021), Another Round (2020), The Hunt (2012), Strong Island (2017), The Act of Killing, (2012), The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2009), The Best Intentions (1992), Pelle the Conqueror (1987).

He has worked with directors such as Bille August, Thomas Vinterberg, Niels Arden Oplev and Niels Malmros.

Janus Billeskov Jansen has won numerous awards, among others “Bodil” Lifetime Achievement (2005) and in 2016 The European Film Award together with Anne Østerud.
Anne Østerud – Film Editor


Anne Østerud  - film editor - graduated from The National Film School of Denmark in 1995. 

She is known for Another Round (2020), The Hunt (2012) The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2009) and the Pusher trilogy. She has worked with directors such as Thomas Vinterberg, Bille August, Niels Arden Oplev and Nicolas Winding Refn.

Anne Østerud has won numerous awards, among others 4 times The Danish Film Award and in 2016 The European Film Award together with Janus Billeskov Jansen.
Henrik Skram – Composer

Henrik Skram, one of Scandinavia’s most sought-after film composers, studied classical composition at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London.

In 2011, he scored the feature film 90 Minutes which received international acclaim. Henrik Skram’s score was nominated for both an Amanda Award and shortlisted for the World Soundtrack Awards (Public Choice Award) and Scoremagazine wrote: “if you want my advice, do not pass on this one. It's beautiful. Up there with Zbigniew Preisner's mesmerizing waltzes and musical fields, or the beautiful themes of Jan A.P.Kaczmarek. Chamber-musical and melancholic, it's a must-listen for this year.”

In 2015, he was awarded the Golden Screen Award for Best Original Music for the documentary Ballet Boys and received a nomination for the International Film Music Critics Award (IFMCA) for the same film. 2016 saw the premiere of two feature films with a film score by Henrik Skram: Tordenskjold & Kold (dir. Henrik Ruben Genz) and All The Beauty (dir. Aasne Vaa Greibrokk), followed by his extensive work on the score for the immensely successful 24-episode TV series Snøfall, produced by NRK (Norwegian National Broadcasting). A massive undertaking with over 5 hours of recorded orchestral music, which earned the composer his second Golden Screen Award for Best Original Score as well as a nomination as the Norwegian candidate for the 2018 Harpa Nordic Film Composer Award.

In 2018, the commissioned work Emerge for cello and orchestra was premiered with cellist Audun Sandvik and the Norwegian Radio Orchestra. The piece explores tonality as an emergent quality of the musical material and is an extension of Henrik Skram’s musical language found in his works for film. It will be released on the album Traces of Lament on the label LAWO in 2022.

Also in 2018, Skram debuted as composer for ballet with The Hamlet Complex at the Norwegian National Opera & Ballet in Oslo, with acclaimed choreographer Alan Lucien Øyen in collaboration with Winter Guests, reimaged due to its great success in 2020 as The Hamlet Complex Redux.

Henrik Skram’s work for stage also encompasses the musical drama for children Mia & the Troll Factory (Mia & Trollfabrikken) with a script by Gudrun Skretting and a premiere by The Oslo Philharmonic Orchestra in 2019 and the theatrical version of Maja Lunde´s The Snowsister (Snøsøstera) at Det Norske Teatret (2021).

His most recent film scores include the music for the feature films Rose (dir. Niels Arden Oplev) and The Kiss (Kysset), directed by Bille August.

Henrik Skram is published worldwide by Wilhem Hansen / Music Sales DK.
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Nordisk Film Production
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International Sales - LevelK

www.levelk.dk 

LevelK is handling international film sales and aggregation.

We are specialized in rights optimization that are reflected through our innovative approach to cross-platform/cross-country distribution combining theatrical and traditional means - alongside digital distribution and marketing. Our goal is to bring our films to the market with an individual strategy so the film finds its own path to its audience and hereby increase royalties.

We are working with edgy, original films that we can market world-wide and that will resonate with international audiences.

Our profile includes high quality productions across all genres, working with established and emerging international talents in both English and foreign language. Films must have strong festival potential, international marketability and digital possibilities as we work across all areas.
